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History

1876 Dr. William S. CLARK, then President of Massachusetts Agricultural College in the Unites States invited to be Vice President
of Sapporo Agricultural College. He arrives in Sapporo with two American professors and eleven American students.

1907 Sapporo Agricultural College becomes the Agricultural College of Tohoku Imperial University.

1918 The Agricultural College of Tohoku Imperial University transferred to the newly established Hokkaido Imperial University,
becoming the Agricultural College of Hokkaido Imperial University.

1947 Hokkaido Imperial University renamed Hokkaido University.
2004 Hokkaido University becomes the National University Corporation Hokkaido University.

Our Philosophies

Hokkaido University was originally founded in 1876 as Sapporo Agricultural College. It subsequently developed into the Agricultural
College of Tohoku Imperial University, Hokkaido Imperial University and then Hokkaido University under Japan’s new school
education system, forming the background of the institution as it exists today. Over its history of more than 140 years, Hokkaido
University has upheld a particular set of education and research principles referred to as the Frontier Spirit, Global Perspectives, All-
round Education, and Practical Learning, and has endeavored to implement them.

Frontier Spirit

Our Frontier Spirit epitomizes the ideal that students, academics and administrative staff should resolutely take up their daily
challenges with an eye to forging new paths. It has its origins in the words “lofty ambition” uttered by Dr. W. S. Clark during the
opening ceremony of Sapporo Agricultural College. This basic philosophy has served as the foundation on which Hokkaido
University has rested for more than a century.

Global Perspectives

From its very start, Sapporo Agricultural College was always open to different world-views, introducing Western culture, science,
and technology, and providing English-language lectures by foreign teachers. Ever since, many of our graduates have played active
roles overseas, and our philosophy of the value of acquiring global perspectives has been passed down in many different forms.

All-Round Education

Sapporo Agricultural College not only trained agricultural experts, but also produced graduates endowed with a rich humanity,
lofty intellect, and broad range of knowledge. This philosophy of an all-round education has been handed down at Hokkaido
University through our tradition of emphasizing a liberal arts education as the key to producing graduates armed with the well-
rounded acuity and deep insights they need to apply their specialized knowledge. We believe this kind of education produces
graduates who respect human rights and have the basic abilities required to accurately respond to society’s needs.

Practical Learning

We look on research as the process of creating universal learning that is integrated with the real world, and we seek to emphasize
not only basic research but also focus on returning the fruits of our research to society by prioritizing its practical applications. By
making full use of Hokkaido’s unique characteristics and expanding our collaboration with government, industry, and academia,
we aim to give back the fruits of our research to Hokkaido, Japan, and the rest of the world.
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Nobel Prize

Emeritus Professor Akira Suzuki, who worked for more than 40 years at Hokkaido University after
graduating, won a Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 2010. The prize was given for his work on “palladium-
catalyzed cross couplings in organic synthesis,” which produce a more stable, nontoxic reaction
compared with other reactions, an innovation that drastically changed the methodology of organic
synthetic chemistry and serves as a foundation for manufacturing. It also has made a significant
contribution to the development of products that are familiar in our daily lives, such as pharmaceutical
drugs, pesticides, liquid crystals, and organic light-emitting diodes. The achievement perfectly embodies
our philosophy of “practical learning.”

Professor Emeritus and University Professor
Akira Suzuki
Nobel Prize Winner Chemistry 2010




